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The most lively and vivacious celebration of the festive season is just round the corner. All around, there is an abundance of light and colour- it is
indeed a time for heartfelt joy. However, one must remember that indiscreet use of fireworks can be lethal So, Dear Students exercise ample
caution and care while you enjoy Diwali.

Dipanwita Chatterjee , Editor.

Diwali an Indian Festival

Our motherland India epitomises unity in diversity. The different religious festivals celebrated here present the cultural mosaic of our country.
Among the different religious festivals, Diwali, or the festival of lights, is of great importance in our country. Diwali is celebrated every year in the
season of autumn. Diwali is religiously associated with the return of lord Rama to Ayodhya after an exile of fourteen years. This festival marks the
victory of good over evil. People of West Bengal worship goddess Kali on this day. During this time, there is a display of lights, lamps and candles in
the houses, streets and shops. People burn crackers, exchange sweets among themselves and enjoy themselves to a great extent. It is also an
important day for the traders and businessmen. Many of them start business account on this auspicious day. We all wait eagerly for this day every

year.
Rohit Bothra, VIII A
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Devi Paksha' was ushered in by the
MCKVians in a grand way on 30.9.11 in
the school campus. Durga Puja is not
only the biggest festival of the Bengalis
but it is also the most significant socio-
cultural event in the Bengali society.
Durga Puja mood started off with the
morning assembly by the students who
invoked the Goddess through prayers
and holy songs. In the evening, the
teachers geared up with childlike
enthusiasm to spice it up even more
and to make the day a little more special. Teachers from all background, regardless of their religious beliefs participated and enacted a scene
from 'Ram Leela' in a modern and hilarious way.We did not want to miss out on anything which makes 'Durgotsav' an event of epic, grandeur
and splendor, so an extract of 'Mahishasura Mardini' was also put up. Melodious group songs were presented by the teachers. Finally, the
teachers, wearing vibrant coloured clothes, set the floor on fire by performing 'Dandia’, with confident rhythmic feet. The programme came to
anend with the distribution of sweet packets and we went back home with an unbashed fervor for the eagerly awaited festival.

Trip to Darjeeling

Perhaps it will not be an exaggeration to state that a visit to the lofty hills of North Bengal, is like taking a
journey to Ged's own abode on Earth. The Pristine beauty of the hills, the image of the sunrise against
the majestic Himalayas, shall stay in our memories for ever.

On 2nd October, 32 students of MCKV with 3 teachers assembled at the Kolkata station and boarded
Garib Rath Express and departed for New Jalpaiguriat 9.40 pm. Next day we reached around 9.00 am at
NJP. There were 4 cars with us through out the excursion. After having breakfast at NJP we departed for |
Lolegaon and reached there at 4.30 pm. Next day after breakfast we saw the Canopy Walk, Lava
Monastery and reached Kalimpong via Rishop. We were delighted by the scenic beauty and refreshing
cool breeze at Rishop. Before check in to the hotel at Kalimpong we visited Delo Hills where we came
across variety of flowers. We enjoyed the horse riding there. On the 5th of October we visited Heavenly Abode of God
Mangaldham - a Radha-Krishna Temple, a Cactus Nursery and many other spots of Kalimpong.

On the 6th of October, after having breakfast we started for Darjeeling. Throughout the journey the beauty of Kanchanjunga was awesome.
We reached Darjeeling at 12 noon. In the evening we spent time at Darjeeling Mall.

Onthe 7th of October, at 3.30 am we went to see the sunrise from the world famous Tiger Hill. The sunrise was magnificent and Kanchanjunga
was shining with golden shade as the sun rays were falling on it. It left us all spell bound. On the way back to hotel we visited the Ghum
Monasteri, Batasia Loop, Ghum Station (Railway station located at the highest altitude). After
breakfast we visited the Japanese pagoda, Himalayan Mountaineering Institute, Zoological Park and
Happy Valley Tea Garden. In the Zoological Park we saw some rare animal species like Red Panda and
Snow Leopard.

On 8th October morning, we left for Pashupati Market and Mirik Lake. It was raining and the beauty of
moving clouds were unforgettable. After having lunch at Mirik we started for New Jalpaiguri station.
We boarded the Darjeeling Mail at 8.00pm and reached Sealdah Station at 6.30 am on 9th October.
The puja vacation Darjeeling trip organised by MCKV was very enjoyable. All the arrangements were
extremely good. We the students of MCKV always look forward for such pleasure trips in the near
= future.
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Versatile Teachers Venturing Beyond Teaching

Siddharth Tekriwal & Anshu Bhawala, XI A

A Visit to the Science City

On 23rd September, Class V went for an educational trip to the Science City. We started at 9.10 am and reached there at about 11.30 am. First, we
saw a 3D movie. Itappeared as if everything was coming out of the screen and we were scared out of our wits!

Next we had an interesting ride of the 'Spinning Platform'. Then we went to the area of 'Dynamotion’ which was immensely interesting. There a
ball would start flying as soon as we paddled a cycle. We even held competition on who would send the ball the highest!

Then our teacher took us around to see the magic of science and it was fabulous! There was a large concave disc with another concave disk about
2 or 3 metres away; and when we whispered into one concave disk we could hear from the other side. There was also a large fish and when we
whispered into it, it sounded extremely loud. Time had simply flown and it never occurred to me that it was time to go home.

| was sad to go back, but we had lots of funthere. It will be a great pleasure whenever we remember this joyful day.

Kaustav Bhattacharjee, VB










